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INTRODUCTION

Convict Road Logo

In 2017 a committee working through the Rural, Louisa County lowa Hometown Pride of
Louisa, started the task of historically remembering the 1914 Convict-built concrete road in their
community. One of the first in the nation.

Hometown,
Pride e

A KEEP 1OWA BLAUTIFU, 280082 »

This very interesting collection of materials and stories was gleaned from a survey made to
determine interest, ideas and historic stories about it and the convicts involved. We were pleased
with thoughts given through stories and verse. Romance. Adventure. And a little humor.

The Convict Road was a vital section in four major registered highways through lowa. It was
built because of about a mile and one half of impassable sand located east from the lowa River
running through Fredonia - Louisa’s oldest incorporated community.

The historical significance of the Convict Road is that it is likely one of the first such type of
highways built, certainly with convict labor, outside a city. Not only that, but the financing was
made possible by local merchants and government under the direction of the Iowa Department
of Transportation. The materials and equipment used were in their infancy.

This project has many interesting aspects besides the science and cost of road building. The
social aspect of using prisoners for labor was certainly one of them as expressed in the original
introductory poem, LEGACIES, written by local Mary Masonholder Wilson.

Finally, we must remember how important it is for every community to preserve their culture -
their own distinct and historic identity. Louisa is doing that with this project.

Thank you to the Louisa community and so many others for helping get this historic project
underway.

Enjoy!!

Compiled by: Tom A. Woodruff, PE
Copyright - 2017



AN ODE TO THE CONVICT ROAD

LEGACIES
Mary Masonholder Wilson

-----------

And their bodies dripped with sweat
As they strained against the sand
Making the earth solid to hold the concrete.
Would not it wash away?

But they were convicts.
It was not theirs to think or question.
It was theirs to build:
A road of concrete over the sand near Fredonia to the highway, now 92,
It was Louisa County, Iowa. The year was 1914,

They were twenty strong and determined
Convicts from State Reform:
Paid 20 cents an hour;
Not bad for a convict, and the work was outside!

One hundred and three years later, this road still stands.
Little did they know it would survive the test of time and hug the earth;
Almost hidden from human eye now
Beneath weeds, dirt and of course sand.

Today, the year 2017, help is needed in finding old pictures,
stories or any other information
To restore this piece of history.
Mix your sweat and toil with those of yore.
Restore the road and restore their honor and their legacy.

Make the Convict Road a source of pride
For Louisa County and the State of Iowa.
Make this road(and memories) last another 103 years.

Feel the presence of the twenty departed convicts;
Follow in their steps and leave YOUR mark upon the earth.

Join the many footprints in the sands of time along this road.
Make it your LEGACY too.






























































































